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#humanmooc 

Human Element: 
An Essential Online Course Component



More info at:
TeachingWithoutWalls.com
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Get Your Goody Bag!

http://tiny.cc/humanize
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Link is included in the Goody Bag: http://tiny.cc/humanize

According to these online students,
what makes an online class more human?



2flavors 
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what will you make?



The social aspects of 
learning must be addressed 

before engaging directly 
with content.

Wenger, E. (1999). Communities of Practice: Learning, meaning, and identity. 
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press.



Wenger, E. (1999). Communities of Practice: Learning, meaning, and identity. 
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press.
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social
presence

student satisfaction
(Gunawardena & Zittle, 1997; 
Rovai & Barnum, 2003)

depth of learning
(Picciano, 2002; Richardson 
& Swan, 2003; Rovai & 
Barnum, 2003)

interaction
(Tu, 2000; Stein & Wanstreet, 
2003)2
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VULNERABLE?"
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"People will support what they help create."
post-it note at front reception in Office Nomads, 

co-working space in Portland OR



Wisdom Wall

Link is included in the Goody Bag: http://tiny.cc/humanize
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TRUST



Conditions of 
Participation

Building Trust



Class 
Philosophy

Community 
Groundrules

&

Building Trust



Add Your Presence & Make 
Your Syllabus Interactive!

Link is included in the Goody Bag: http://tiny.cc/humanize
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BE REAL



Link is included in the Goody Bag: http://tiny.cc/humanize



Link is included in the Goody Bag: http://tiny.cc/humanize



Open the Class with a Personal Story



Start with an Online Ice Breaker:

Link is included in the Goody Bag: 
http://tiny.cc/humanize



Ice Breaker: Invite Students to Share 



Ice Breaker: Invite Students to Share 



Ice Breaker: Invite Students to Share 

Sara Smith

Barbara Long
Radolfo Lermo

Jerome Moffatt
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set the table











Following Unit:



Presence



improves social 
presence

Borup, J., West, R. E., & Graham, C. R. (2012); Ice, P., Curtis, R., 
Phillips, P., Wells, J. (2007). 
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Borup, J., West, R. E., & Graham, C. R. (2012); Ice, P., Curtis, R., 
Phillips, P., Wells, J. (2007). 
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LEARN OUT LOUD?




