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• Questions prepared by Inside Higher Ed, in 
collaboration with Hanover Research.

• Polling conducted in July/August. 

• 239 admissions leaders responded; 100 public, 
134 private nonprofit; nationally representative.

• Complete anonymity for respondents, but answers 
coded to allow for breakdown by sector, geography, etc.

Methodology
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Overview
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The End of Affirmative Action
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Weighing In on the Case 



8

On the Ruling’s Impact

Will the SCOTUS decision 

lead to fewer minority 

students at competitive 

institutions?

How about at 

your institution?
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Effect on Admissions Policies
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Readiness for Change



11

Impact on Financial Aid Policies
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What Will Colleges Do Now?
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New Essay Prompts
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Retooling Recruitment
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More Dissonance?
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State Policy Solutions
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Removing Barriers to Equity



18

Eliminating Legacy Admissions
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Recommendation Letters



20

Test-Optional: 
The New Normal
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Success of Test-Optional Policies
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Racial Diversity Impacts of Test-Optional
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Socioeconomic Diversity Impacts of Test Optional
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Growing Enrollment Challenges
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Meeting Enrollment Goals

By May 1 By June 1 By July 1
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Optimism or Denial?
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More on the Admissions Survey

• Inside Higher Ed article on the survey

• Download the survey report.

• Subscribe to the weekly Admissions Insider newsletter

• Contact us: 

liam.knox@insidehighered.com

doug.lederman@insidehighered.com

   

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/admissions/traditional-age/2023/09/18/breaking-down-inside-higher-eds-annual-admissions-survey
https://www.insidehighered.com/reports/2023/09/16/2023-survey-college-and-university-admissions-directors
https://www.insidehighered.com/newsletters
mailto:liam.knox@insidehighered.com
mailto:doug.lederman@insidehighered.com
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Thanks to the Sponsors
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