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Postsecondary Value: 
Public Perceptions

Source: Inside Higher Ed
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Postsecondary Value: Public Perceptions 
(Cont.)

Student Voice respondents on value 
and affordability:

• Most say they’re getting a valuable education. 

• Students have more favorable views of their own 
institution’s value and affordability than they do of 
higher education as a whole—with room for 
improvement. 

• Students want to see institutional innovation around 
lowering operational costs, not cuts to academics and 
student support services.

• Many see work-based learning opportunities and other 
curricular possibilities as a means of lowering the cost 
of attendance.

Source: “Students’ Fresh Thoughts on Value and Affordability,” Inside Higher Ed
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Redefining Postsecondary Value

Source: Inside Higher Ed

“There’s no perfect way to 
measure social and economic 

mobility, but the Carnegie Social 
and Economic Mobility 

Classification aims to be a more 
intentional way of measuring how 

colleges and universities are 
delivering on their fundamental 
promise of being socioeconomic 

engines that empower students to 
reach their fullest potential.”

—Mushtaq Gunja and Sara Gast, 
leaders of the Carnegie project for 

ACE, from their blog post about 
the new system

https://carnegieclassifications.acenet.edu/centering-students-in-our-draft-framework-for-the-carnegie-social-and-economic-mobility-classification/


6

Redefining Postsecondary Value (Cont.)

Source: “Rating States’ Work on Post-College Outcomes,” Inside Higher Ed

Strada’s State Opportunity Index

Tracks and rates state’s work on five 
education/opportunity indicators: 

• Clear outcomes

• Quality coaching

• Affordability

• Work-based learning

• Employer alignment

Also includes % of grads in each state with positive 
ROI
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Postsecondary Value in Action 



8

Postsecondary Value in Action (Cont.) 



Panel Discussion

Jason Dodge, Northern Virginia Community College and 
George Mason University

Denisa Gándara, University of Texas at Austin

Jamienne S. Studley, WASC Senior College and 
University Commission



Audience Q & A 



11

Thank you!


	Slide 1:   Redefining Value in Higher Education: Prioritizing Equitable Access and  Economic Mobility Over Selectivity  8.7.2024, 2 p.m. Eastern  
	Slide 2:   Webcast| Redefining Value in Higher Education: Prioritizing Equitable Access and Economic Mobility Over Selectivity  
	Slide 3: Postsecondary Value:  Public Perceptions
	Slide 4: Postsecondary Value: Public Perceptions (Cont.)
	Slide 5: Redefining Postsecondary Value
	Slide 6: Redefining Postsecondary Value (Cont.)
	Slide 7: Postsecondary Value in Action 
	Slide 8: Postsecondary Value in Action (Cont.) 
	Slide 9: Panel Discussion
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Thank you!

