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About Our Booklet

Articles explore:

• Public perceptions of value and affordability 

• Disparities in financial security among students, by 

race and gender

• Affordability and why students stop out 

• Differential tuition efforts and their implications for 

equity and cost transparency 

• The link between state funding models and student 

outcomes 

• The benefits of housing assistance programs for 

housing-insecure students

• Using FAFSA data to help students meet basic needs

• MassConnect/MassEducate

• Colorado Promise: Two Free Years of College 

Expanded

• How AI might reduce higher ed costs

Sponsor: 

Cengage
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“Some of the best data tells us 
unequivocally, higher education is 

going to leave you better off 
economically. [But it is] hard for 
myself as an individual to really 

understand what a million dollars 
over the course of a lifetime means, 
whereas immediately, I know I have 

certain bills, I know that I have to 
worry about housing and other 

basic needs.”

—Julie Ajinkya, senior adviser at HCM Strategists

Affordability and 
(Versus?) Value 

Source: “Students, Parents and Voters Agree

—Higher Ed Costs Too Much,” Inside Higher Ed
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• Top reasons students consider stopping 
out, per 2024 Ipsos/Sallie Mae poll: 
financial challenges (30%); motivation or 
life changes (24%); and mental health 
challenges (18%)

• 1 in 4 students are currently “at risk” of not 
retaining; of these, 53% say it’s difficult to 
meet the cost of tuition and 50% struggle 
with other expenses 

• At-risk students are more likely than “on-
track” students to be first-gen, low-income, 
Hispanic and Black

• Additional research from Gallup and 
Lumina identifies emotional stress (54%), 
mental health concerns (43%) and the cost 
of a degree (31%) as top reasons for 
considering stopping out

Affordability: The Stakes

Source: Inside Higher Ed
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College Housing Assistance Program, Tacoma CC:

• Voucher-based, in partnership w/Tacoma Housing 
Authority

• 2 in 3 participants completed a credential, transferred to 
a university or remained enrolled and on track to a 
degree 

• Additional benefits: increased employment and higher 
levels of food and financial security

Other examples:

• LaGuardia CC partnered w/Airbnb for short-term housing 
for students experiencing homelessness

• Fort Lewis College partnered with local nonprofits and 
community members to provide free rapid housing 
assistance to students in need

• Columbus State CC has a tiered housing support 
program for short- and long-term support for housing-
insecure students, w/nonprofit partners

Solutions Case Study 1: Housing Assistance

Source: Inside Higher Ed
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Solutions Case Study 2: Using FAFSA Data to Help 
Students Meet Basic Needs

Source: Inside Higher Ed

27%: Share of institutions doing direct student 

outreach about federal benefit programs
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Solutions Case Study 3: Colorado Promise

Source: Inside Higher Ed

IHE’s Very Official LinkedIn Poll:
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Thank you!

Download “Supporting 
Student Success: 
Case Studies in Making 
College More Affordable” 

for free here.

https://www.insidehighered.com/reports/2024/09/12/supporting-student-success-case-studies-making-college-more-affordable
https://www.insidehighered.com/reports/2024/09/24/some-college-no-degree-success-postsecondary-pathways-40-million
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