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About the Booklet

Includes: 

10 articles focused on demonstrating value 

through student success at the institution, 

state and federal policy level 

Examples: 

• How colleges are bridging FAFSA filing 

gaps

• Scholarships for completion at Austin 

Community Colleges

• Georgia State’s new transfer center 

• Strategies for re-enrolling stop-outs 

• Supporting students who are parents 

• How belonging impacts retention 

Sponsor: 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 



State-Level Case Studies 
in Student Success
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Focus on Action: Louisiana 
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Focus on Action: Texas

About the model:

• Bipartisan effort passed in 2023 (House Bill 8)

• 95% of state funds are allocated to CCs based 

on student success metrics including 

“credentials of value” earned, no. of students 

who transferred after 15 credits, and no. of HS 

students who earned 15+ credits in dual 

enrollment

• Colleges get extra funding for awarding 

credentials in “high-demand” fields and for 

enrolling lower-income, older adult and 

academically underprepared learners

• Funds dependent on improvement; colleges 

not measured against each other

• Base funding measures benefit small, rural 

colleges

• Old model based 10% of funding on student 

success outcomes
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Focus on Action: Colorado  

“Transferring college credits is 

becoming more and more common as 

students look for opportunities to save 

time and money in their higher 

education careers. However, it’s 

currently a confusing and time-

intensive process that, when done 

incorrectly, can result in students 

losing a full semester of credits. My 

hope is that this commonsense, 

bipartisan bill will stand as an example 

for other states so that we can improve 

educational attainment and economic 

mobility for students across the 

country.”

—State Senator Janet Buckner, 

co-sponsor of the credit transfer legislation (D)



Panel Discussion

Ron Clinton,

President, Northeast Texas Community College

Eleanor Eckerson Peters,

Director of Research and Policy, Institute for Higher 
Education Policy

Florence Xiaotao Ran,

Assistant Professor, College of Education and Human 
Development, University of Delaware



Audience Q & A 
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Thank you!

Check out our Student Success news hub here: 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/student-success

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/student-success
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