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Jobs requiring high school or less have declined

from 72% of all jobs in 1973 to 41% in 2010, to
become only 35% in 2020.

= BA+
®m Some college/AA
m HS or less

Share of jobs by education
requirement, 1973-2020 (projected)

1973 1992 2010 2020 3



While college has always been the most preferred

pathway to the middle class, it is now the most well-

traveled.
In 1970, 76% of workers in the In 1970, 24% of workers in the
middle class had a high school middle class had at least some
degree or less. By 2008, only college. By 2008, 64% did.
36% did.

64%
76%

36%
24%

1970 2008 1970 2008 4



Since 1983, we’ve been under-producing college talent: The

supply of college-educated workers has grown by 1% each
year, while demand has grown by 3%.
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Because supply hasn’t kept pace with demand, the

college wage premium over high school grew from
40% in 1980 to 74% in 2010.

The growing BA premium over high school
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Workers with BAs earn $1 million more than high
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school-educated workers over a lifetime.

Lifetime earnings by educational attainment (in 2009%)
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WHAT YOU MAKE DEPENDS ON WHAT

YOU TAKE.

MEDIAN EARNINGS BY MAJOR GROUP*

Engineering 200 99,000
Computer and Mathematics 22000 89,000
Business 22000 80,000
Health 60,000 80,000
Physical Sciences 2,000 90,000
Social Science 000 80,000
Agriculture and Natural Resources 20.000 70,000
Communications and Journalism 50,000 62,000
Industrial Arts and Consumer Services 50,000 65,000
Law and Public Policy 50,000 70,000
Biology and Life Science =R 85,000
Humanities and Liberal Arts 47,000 65,000
Arts 44,000 55,000
ducation 42.000 57 000 | Med?an Earn?ngs for those w?th only BA
g Median Earnings for those with Graduate Degree
Psycology and Social Work 42,000 60,000
(I) 20,600 40,600 60,600 80,600 100:000 120:000
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*Full time, full year workers with a terminal Bachelor's



In general, the more postsecondary, the better. But,

what you make depends on what you take.

= 25% of men with occupational certificates earn more than
the median BA

m 42% of people with some college credit but no degree
earn more than the median AA

= 28% of AAs earn more than the median BA
= 40% of BAs earn more than the median MA
= 36% of MAs earn more than the median PhD

= 37% of a PhDs earn more than the median worker with a
professional degree



Connecting 215t century competencies to the

common core.

= Defining “college
and career ready”
for the Common
Core Standards

20
= Aligning '.

postsecondary 21§§i2trury
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century
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